
 

 

KIRTLAND CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 

 

September 3, 2025 

 

The meeting of Kirtland City Council was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Ron Fenstermaker, Council 

President. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited followed by a prayer led by Mr. Schulz. The members 

of Council present were Julie Symonds, Ronald Fenstermaker, Scott Haymer, Matt Schulz, and Joe 

Smolic. Absent: Sue Grazia and Eric Zeigler.  

 

The administrative personnel present were Mayor Kevin Potter, City Engineer Douglas Courtney, Police 

Chief Brian McCallister, Fire Chief Tony Hutton, Law Director Matt Lallo and Senior Center Director 

Julia DeWolf. 

 

Council President Fenstermaker stated that the Rules of Council are suspended for the purpose of 

presenting a Mayoral Proclamation to recently retired Sergeant Michael Valenti.  

 

Mayor Potter presented a City of Kirtland Mayoral Proclamation to recently retired City of  Kirtland 

Police Sergeant Michael Valenti. Mayor Potter formally read aloud the Proclamation. Sergeant Valenti 

received a resounding round of applause.  

 

Minutes of the August 18, 2025 Work Session: 

 

Ms. Symonds moved to approve the Work Session Minutes as presented, with the second by Mr. Smolic. 

ROLL CALL: MOTION CARRIED 5/0 (VOTING YEA: SYMONDS, FENSTERMAKER, 

HAYMER, SCHULZ and SMOLIC. VOTING NAY: NONE). 

 

Minutes of the August 18, 2025 Council Meeting: 

 

Mr. Smolic moved to approve the Minutes as presented, with the second by Ms. Symonds. ROLL 

CALL: MOTION CARRIED 5/0 (VOTING YEA: SYMONDS, FENSTERMAKER, HAYMER, 

SCHULZ and SMOLIC. VOTING NAY: NONE). 

 

 

DEPARTMENT REPORTS: 

 

Fire Chief Hutton reported that the August 2025 report was distributed earlier today via email. 

Responding to Mr. Smolic, Chief Hutton stated the new fire truck is still on schedule for late 2026-early 

2027 delivery and that the to date, the all-terrain vehicle has been utilized for various events and 

department calls. 

 

Police Chief McCallister reported that as requested at the last Council meeting, he prepared and sent to 

Council a report relating to Hobart Road traffic detail. Responding to Mr. Schulz, Chief McCallister 

expects to have a draft of the dispatch contract by the next scheduled Council meeting.  

 

Mr. Lallo stated he is aware that there are several subdivisions looking to join the Willoughby dispatch 

as well, noting that the more subdivisions that join the lower the cost to each city will be.  
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Public Works Director Joseph Fornaro thanked the team for their hard work. He reported that the 

department is using a new material for asphalt repairs. He thanked Mr. Fenstermaker and Mayor Potter 

for being available to see the new process. He reported the Road Program will start next week. 

Responding to Ms. Symonds he stated he spoke with the resident on Markell and affirmed that the 

resident was satisfied with the outcome of the discussion, noting that the cure period on Markell is 30- 

days. Mr. Fornaro requested that Council consider passage of 25-O-55 and 25-O-59 on this evening’s 

Agenda. Responding to Mr. Fenstermaker he confirmed these items are in the budget. Responding to 

Mr. Schulz’s request for the priority culvert list Mr. Fornaro deferred to Mr. Courtney.  

 

City Engineer Mr. Courtney regarding the 2025 Streets work on Markell and Emerald Glen should begin 

next week. Noting that Joe and I will be marking the partial depth repairs on various streets on Friday 

in preparation for that work to begin. No start date has been set for this work. No start dates have been 

set for crack seal or reclaimite work. Regarding Kirtland Chardon Rd. Paving (ECL to Sperry) Stage 1 

review comments were received from ODOT and we are working on plan revisions. Stage 2/3 plans to 

be submitted on or before September 30, 2025. Regarding SR306 Sewer Extension additional field 

survey work for mapping storm sewers and other features is complete and is being mapped. Further 

stating that the subsurface report was received and is being reviewed and noting that recommendations 

from the Geotech will be incorporated into the plan development. Additional costs were incurred by our 

subsurface consultant because of extended time for bedrock drilling and traffic maintenance, noting that 

on this evening’s agenda is Resolution 25-R-54 which reflects a change order to address these costs. 

Regarding Wisner wall Resolution 25-R-53 on tonight’s agenda will authorize proposals from SME and 

CWC to complete the design for the Wisner Wall project. Mr. Courtney requested Council please 

consider both pieces of legislation for passage this evening. Regarding drainage projects Mr. Courtney 

reported that $160,000 is available from collected funds from Lake County Stormwater and that based 

on the list which includes approximately twelve projects the approximate cost is $2.5M. Mr. Schulz 

requested the list be shared with Council. Additional discussion regarding the listed projects was had.  

 

Finance Director Mr. Slapnicker reported that the financial reports for the month ended August 31, 2025 

were distributed. Mr. Slapnicker referred to the Capital Request Combined Summary 2025 worksheet 

that he passed out to all Council members. He welcomed questions after they have had a chance to 

review. Regarding legislation on this evening’s agenda there are seven pieces related to finance. 

Including 25-R-53 through 25-R-58, which Mr. Courtney and Mr. Fornaro discussed earlier. He asked 

that Council consider passage of all seven items this evening.  

 

Law Director Mr. Lallo meeting with Mr. Gibbs, Mayor Potter and represents from Chagrin Valley Gig 

stating he expects the clean copy within the next couple of days. Mr. Lallo recommended the Utilities 

Standing Committee set a meeting to review the contract for comments. He also stated a representative 

will attend the next meeting to speak to Council and answer any questions.  

 

Mayor Potter stated he recommends that based on conversation in the work session Council table 25-O-

44 and 25-O-46 regarding short-term rentals on this evening’s agenda. He thanked Mrs. Duncan from 

Kirtland City Schools for including him in a recent program with the Key Club and various city and 

county government officials. He noted this was a wonderful opportunity for the students to be a part of 

civic engagement. He stated that himself and Eddie Eckart have had continued discussions regarding  

potential downtown development and Rt. 6 & Rt. 306 area development. He reported he will be meeting 
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with Signature Health Founder and CEO, Jonathan Lee. Noting that Signature Health recently moved 

entire administrative staff and offices to the city in the old Holden Center building located at 4242 State 

Route 306.  

 

 

Standing Committee Reports:   None.  

 

 

Correspondence: None.    

 

 

Public Comments on Matters not on the Agenda:   

 
Patrick Davis, 570 Footville-Richmond Road, Jefferson addressed the Commission regarding a 
property owned by his mother at 10901 Tibbetts Road. Mr. Davis provided an overview of his concerns 
regarding excavation taking place at the neighboring property.  

Mr. Davis has stated that he has previously requested that the city immediately require the property 
owner to provide temporary shoring of the area. Noting that with the upcoming rainy and snow season 
the soil will inevitably be disturbed and his fear is the complete loss of the driveway. To date no set 
timeline has been established.  

Mr. Fornaro and Mr. Courtney acknowledged that they are working with the property owner. Per Mr. 
Fenstermaker’s request, Mr. Courtney provided an overview of the work that that been done at the 
property to date. Mr. Courtney informed that he has instructed Mr. Harriman to cease all work until a 
grading plan and engineered drawing for the wall and bridge is submitted.  

Mr. Davis also stated that he has met with a representative from Lake County Soil & Water and was told 
the soil is very unstable and a failure is eminent. Again, stressing his desire that the city establish a 
timeline for the completion of the work.  

 

Walter Tornstrom, 8735 Palomino Trail, addressed the Council on behalf of himself and some 

neighbors regarding the condition of the streets in his neighborhood. Mr. Tornstrom noted that it is his 

intention and the intention of his neighbors that any if there is damage to automobiles travelling on the 

road that reimbursement of damages will be sought in Willoughby Municipal Court.  

 

Mr. Fornaro stated that spot repair will be marked on Friday and that there is no official date for the 

work, but the work will be scheduled this fall.  

 

Mr. Tornstrom inquired what is being done to get funds from the county. Mr. Schulz provided a 

response. Ms. Symonds also commented on the funding sources. Mr. Schulz followed up stating that the 

state gas tax and license registration fees have increased and that the state was active in trying to spread 

the wealth throughout the state. Discussion regarding previous funding support from local, state, and 

federal agencies was had.  

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

 

Public Comments on Matters of Old Business.  
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Mr. Lallo stated that during the work session Council discussed considering a vote to table the two 

items of legislation until the October 6, 2025 meeting.  

 

Sara DiFranco 9263 Regency Woods Drive  asked if based on tabling the two items of legislation 

regarding short-term rentals it is Council’s intent is to have legislation drafted by the October 6, 2025 

Council meeting. Responding Mr. Lallo affirmed that is the intent and noted the legislation as written 

and in committee will be followed. Ms. DiFranco provided additional information regarding the current 

status of the legislation at the state level as well information regarding pending lawsuits based on cities 

prohibition of short-term rentals.  

 

Christine Pappas, 9161 Regency Woods Drive stated that she is happy to hear that Council will be 

tabling the short-term rental legislation on this evening’s agenda. She offered that herself and Ms. 

DiFranco would be happy to serve as volunteers on any taskforce that may be formed in this regard. 

Lastly, she also provided a handout to all Council members titled Supporting Responsible Short-Term 

Rentals in Our Community. 

 

25-O-44     Third Reading 

(Councilman  An Ordinance Prohibiting Short-Term Rental Properties in the City of  

Fenstermaker)  Kirtland by amending Codified Ordinance Sections 1261.09, 1268.03, 

1270.03, 1275.03, And 1275.04 within the Zoning Code, and declaring an 

emergency. 
 
The legislation was read by title. 

 

Mr. Smolic moved to table 25-O-44  until the October 6, 2025 scheduled City Council meeting, with 

the second by Ms. Symonds. ROLL CALL: MOTION CARRIED 5/0 (VOTING YEA: SYMONDS, 

FENSTERMAKER, HAYMER, SCHULZ and SMOLIC. VOTING NAY: NONE). 

 

Discussion: Mr. Schulz inquired if amendments to the legislation are suggested if this is the appropriate 

time. Responding Mr. Lallo stated the suggestions should be offered at a later date.  

 

25-O-46  Third Reading 

(Mayor Potter) An Ordinance Amending Sections 880.01 and 880.03 of the Codified 

Ordinances of the City of Kirtland to remove “Tourist Home” from the 

City’s Transient Guest Tax Regulations, and declaring an emergency. 

 

The legislation was read by title. 

 

Discussion:  There was no discussion. 

 

Mr. Smolic moved to table 25-O-46  until the October 6, 2025 scheduled City Council meeting, with 

the second by Mr. Schulz. There was no discussion. ROLL CALL: MOTION CARRIED 5/0 

(VOTING YEA: SYMONDS, FENSTERMAKER, HAYMER, SCHULZ and SMOLIC. VOTING 

NAY: NONE). 
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NEW BUSINESS: 

 

Public Comments on Agenda Items of New Business.  There were no comments. 

 

25-R-53  First Reading 

(Mayor Potter) A Resolution authorizing the Mayor to retain the services of C.W. 

Courtney & SME as engineers for the design of the Wisner stacked wall 

repair and declaring an emergency. 

 

The legislation was read by title only. A motion to waive the three readings was made by Mr. Smolic   

and seconded by Ms. Symonds. ROLL CALL: MOTION CARRIED 5/0 (VOTING YEA: 

SYMONDS, FENSTERMAKER, HAYMER, SCHULZ and SMOLIC. VOTING NAY: NONE). 

 

Discussion:  Mr. Shulz inquired who is the designer of record; responding Mr. Courtney stated SME.  

 

 

 

A motion to declare an emergency and adopt was made by Mr. Schulz and seconded by Mr. Smolic.  
ROLL CALL: MOTION CARRIED 5/0 (VOTING YEA: SYMONDS, FENSTERMAKER, 

HAYMER, SCHULZ and SMOLIC. VOTING NAY: NONE). 

 

25-R-54  First Reading 

(Mayor Potter) A Resolution authorizing a Change Order with the C.W. Courtney 

Company for the preliminary design of the Route 306 to 6 Sewer 

Expansion Project, and declaring an emergency. 

 

The legislation was read by title only. A motion to waive the three readings was made by Mr. Smolic    

and seconded by Ms. Symonds. ROLL CALL: MOTION FAILED 4/1 (VOTING YEA: 

SYMONDS, FENSTERMAKER, HAYMER, and SMOLIC. VOTING NAY: SCHULZ). 

 

There was no discussion. 

 

The legislation was placed on first reading. 

 

25-O-55 First Reading 

(Mayor Potter) An Ordinance authorizing the City of Kirtland to enter into a Contract to  

 Purchase one (1) New Holland Model B95D Loader Backhoe with 

equipment as shown in Exhibit A from Akron Tractor & Equipment, Inc. 

and declaring an emergency. 

 

The legislation was read by title only. A motion to waive the three readings was made by Mr. Schulz   

and seconded by Mr. Smolic. ROLL CALL: MOTION CARRIED 5/0 (VOTING YEA: SYMONDS, 

FENSTERMAKER, HAYMER, SCHULZ and SMOLIC. VOTING NAY: NONE). 

 

Discussion:  There was no discussion. 

 

A motion to declare an emergency and adopt was made by Mr. Schulz and seconded by Ms. Symonds.  
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ROLL CALL: MOTION CARRIED 5/0 (VOTING YEA: SYMONDS, FENSTERMAKER, 

HAYMER, SCHULZ and SMOLIC. VOTING NAY: NONE). 

 

 

25-R-56  First Reading 

(Mayor Potter) A Resolution accepting the amounts and rates as determined by the Budget 

 Commission and authorizing the necessary tax levies and certifying them 

to the County Auditor. 

 

The legislation was read by title only. A motion to waive the three readings was made by Mr. Smolic   

and seconded by Ms. Symonds. ROLL CALL: MOTION CARRIED 5/0 (VOTING YEA: 

SYMONDS, FENSTERMAKER, HAYMER, SCHULZ and SMOLIC. VOTING NAY: NONE). 

 

Discussion:  There was no discussion. 

 

A motion to adopt was made by Mr. Schulz and seconded by Mr. Smolic.  
ROLL CALL: MOTION CARRIED 5/0 (VOTING YEA: SYMONDS, FENSTERMAKER, 

HAYMER, SCHULZ and SMOLIC. VOTING NAY: NONE). 

 

 

25-O-57  First Reading 

(Mayor Potter) An Ordinance amending Ordinance No. 25-O-42 relating to the 

Appropriation for the Year 2025. 

 

The legislation was read by title only and placed on first reading. 

 

There was no discussion. 

 

 25-R-58 First Reading 

(Mayor Potter) A Resolution authorizing transfers of funds, and declaring an emergency. 

 

The legislation was read by title only and placed on first reading. 

 

There was no discussion. 

 

 

25-O-59  First Reading 

(Mayor Potter) An Ordinance authorizing the City of Kirtland to enter into a contract to 

Purchase one (1) 2025 F-750 chassis, dump body, and equipment as shown 

in Exhibit A, and declaring an emergency. 

 

The legislation was read by title only. A motion to waive the three readings was made by Mr. Smolic   

and seconded by Ms. Symonds. ROLL CALL: MOTION CARRIED 5/0 (VOTING YEA: 

SYMONDS, FENSTERMAKER, HAYMER, SCHULZ and SMOLIC. VOTING NAY: NONE). 

 

Discussion:  Mr. Schulz inquired if this is a better price than the State’s bid; responding Mr. Fornaro 

stated yes.  
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A motion to declare an emergency and adopt was made by Ms. Symonds seconded by Mr. Smolic.  
ROLL CALL: MOTION CARRIED 5/0 (VOTING YEA: SYMONDS, FENSTERMAKER, 

HAYMER, SCHULZ and SMOLIC. VOTING NAY: NONE). 

 

 

25-R-60  First Reading 

(Mayor Potter) A Resolution authorizing the City of Kirtland to “Opt-In” to the National 

Opioid Settlements with Perdue and secondary manufacturers, and 

declaring an emergency. 

 

 

The legislation was read by title only. A motion to waive the three readings was made by Mr. Schulz   

and seconded by Mr. Smolic. ROLL CALL: MOTION CARRIED 5/0 (VOTING YEA: SYMONDS, 

FENSTERMAKER, HAYMER, SCHULZ and SMOLIC. VOTING NAY: NONE). 

 

Discussion:  Mr. Lallo requested that Council consider 25-R-60 for passage this evening due to timing 

matters regarding the Perdue settlement.  

 

A motion to declare an emergency and adopt was made by Mr. Schulz seconded by Ms. Symonds.  
ROLL CALL: MOTION CARRIED 5/0 (VOTING YEA: SYMONDS, FENSTERMAKER, 

HAYMER, SCHULZ and SMOLIC. VOTING NAY: NONE). 

 

 

COUNCIL COMMENTS:  There were no Council comments. 

 

 

CONTINUING CONCERNS: This is an opportunity for the public to address Council about 

any continuing concerns. There were no comments or questions from the public. 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

 

Mr. Smolic moved to adjourn, with the second by Mr. Schulz. The motion of Council passed by 

unanimous vote and the meeting adjourned at 8:03 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

       __________________________________  

       President of Council 

 

 

      

Clerk of Council 


