
KIRTLAND CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 

 

October 7, 2024 

 

The meeting of Kirtland City Council was called to order at 7:01 p.m. by Council President Joseph 

Smolic. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited followed by prayer led by Mr. Ziegler. The members of 

Council present were Suzanne Grazia, Eric Ziegler, Joseph Smolic, Julie Symonds and Ronald 

Fenstermaker. Absent: Matthew Schulz, Scott Haymer. 

   

Administrative personnel present were Mayor Kevin Potter, Finance Director Louis Slapnicker, Public 

Works Director Joe Fornaro, City Engineer Douglas Courtney, Fire Chief Tony Hutton, Police Chief 

Brian McCallister, Law Director Matt Lallo, and Senior Center Coordinator Teresa Szary. 

 

Mr.  Fenstermaker moved to suspend the rules to allow for the oath of office for Officer Sito. Ms. Grazia 

seconded. No discussion ensued. ROLL CALL: MOTION CARRIED 5/0 (VOTING YEA:  

GRAZIA, SYMONDS, ZIEGLER, SMOLIC, AND FENSTERMAKER. VOTING NAY:  NONE). 

 

Chief McCallister led the Oath of Office and swearing in of full-time Police Officer Lauren Sito. 

 

Minutes of the September 16, 2024 Work Session: 

 

Mr. Fenstermaker moved to approve the Minutes as presented, with the second by Ms. Symonds. ROLL 

CALL: MOTION CARRIED 5/0 (VOTING YEA: GRAZIA, SMOLIC, SYMONDS ZEIGLER 

AND FENSTERMAKER. VOTING NAY:  None)   

 

 

Minutes of the September 16, 2024 Council Meeting: 

 

Ms. Symonds moved to approve the Minutes as presented, with the second by Ms. Grazia. ROLL 

CALL: MOTION CARRIED 5/0 (VOTING YEA: GRAZIA, SMOLIC, SYMONDS ZEIGLER 

AND FENSTERMAKER. VOTING NAY:  None)   

 

DEPARTMENT REPORTS: 

 

Fire Chief Hutton asked that Council passes 24-R-74, which would enable the Fire Department to 

purchase two Lifepak 35 Cardiac Monitors. This new equipment would be some of the first in Lake 

County. Ms. Symonds inquired if we would ever loan it out to other agencies. Chief Hutton stated that 

other agencies may want to see it, but does not anticipate loaning it out, as it is frontline equipment. He 

also clarified that there is an expected 15-year lifespan on the equipment. This is part of the Assistance 

to Firefighter grant; the money is allocated, and the funds will be deposited when requested. There is a 

5% City responsibility, and the budget has already been amended to reflect such.  

  

Public Works Director Mr. Fornaro thanked the team for their hard work and noted that the City sent six 

team members to snow and ice training as well as crew leaders to supervisory training. Repairs have 

been completed at Regency and on Rivers Wood Way. He updated progress on the Route 306 bridge: 

beams have been installed, and it is moving along as planned. Currently, four snow and ice trucks are 

ready, and the rest should be available by the end of the week. He has a snow and ice plan that will be 

submitted to Council for approval.  
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Mr. Fornaro also wanted to thank Council and residents who came to the Public Utilities Commission 

meeting. Shred Day will be held on Saturday, October 12 at the Community Center from 8:30 – 11:00 

am. The Community Center parking lot will paved from October 9 – 11. 

 

City Engineer Mr. Courtney provided updates on the road program. The repair work on Shaw, Thorne, 

Parkwood, Beechwood, Crestwood and Elmwood is complete. Intermediate asphalt has been installed. 

Recycling on Monterey, Woodhill, Forestdale, and Westwood is complete. It is now in the cure period 

(about ten days), and then will be able to be proof rolled and marked for any repairs. Again, Regency 

and Riverwood repairs are done. They have also marked Woodsway, White Oak, Garfield, Tibbets, 

Bridlehurst, Euclid Chardon, and Chillicothe. Old town sewer update: the work is completed, pavement 

restoration is done, and lawn restoration is scheduled to be finished by the end of the week. The County 

is negotiating final change order with the contractor. The County update regarding the Booth Road bridge 

is that the project is moving along slowly and no completion date has been determined. Where they want 

to put the guard rails is along the water main, and they risk breaking the main. They are determining the 

best course of action.  

 

Finance Director Mr. Slapnicker informed Council that the audit is ongoing. He is working on the 2025 

Senior Levy Application, which is due to the County this week. At the last meeting, there was discussion 

regarding the vacation ordinance of comparable cities, which he presented.   

 

Law Director Mr. Lallo discussed last month’s Record Commission meeting. Once there is an approved 

schedule which is signed by all departments, it will be sent to the Ohio Historical Society for their 

approval, then we can start going through old records. At Ms, Symond’s request, he provided an update 

on the proceedings with Richard’s Maple property. The arraignment was scheduled on September 3, and 

they did not appear. The entity received documentation for the required presence on October 23 at 8:15 

am. Mr. Fenstermaker asked that, in light of the property being up for sale, that changes the fact legally 

that there is a violation. Mr. Lallo clarified that it doesn’t have a bearing on the case, which is still viable. 

Mr. Fenstermaker questioned if there has there been any communication on the status of Richard’s Maple 

with the potential of the property being sold and what is their intention. Mayor Potter has not heard any 

updates.  

 

Community Center Director Ms. Szary had no formal update. Reminder about Trunk or Treat on 

Wednesday, October 23 from 6:30 – 8:30 pm, and the Snow and Ice presentation at the Community 

Center on Monday, October 28 at 11:00 am.  

 

Police Chief McCallister invited Council to see the new dash camera system in the cars. Six in-car 

cameras, and eight new body cameras (all Motorola) are currently in use. They have been beneficial and 

were able to get good evidence for a recent case.  

 

Mayor Potter thanked the department heads for their diligence when he was on vacation. He also 

appreciated everyone coming to the Public Utilities Commission meeting, and would like to schedule a 

follow-up for the middle of December. The Route 306 bridge is a concern for residents, and we will 

communicate any updates we hear. He appreciates the good discussions regarding 24-O-64, 65, 66 and 

is hoping those can get those passed tonight.  

 

Standing Committee Reports:  

 

The Public Utilities Commission will try to schedule meeting for middle of December.  
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Special Committee Reports: 

 

None.  

 

Correspondence: 

 

None.  

 

Public Comments on Matters not on the Agenda: 
 

Sterling Coleman, 7636 Markell Road, is aware that mobile phones have the technology to collet health 

information. He questioned if the Fire Department utilizes this feature. Chief Hutton is not aware, and 

will check into it.  

 

Sharon Vyskocil, 8415 Locust Drive, is part of the Senior Center volunteer group, which will be 

supporting Sub Zero on Monday, October 28 from 10:00 am – 12:00 pm at the Community Center with 

a stuff-the-bus event. She asks the community for support in the form of hats, coats, gloves, boots, new 

socks. There is a collection box at the senior center for anyone not able to make that date. Flyers have 

been distributed around town. 

 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

 

Public comments on old business. 

None.   

 

ORDINANCE NO. 24-O-64  AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 254.02 OF THE  

(Mayor Potter)   CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF KIRTLAND  

RELATING TO HOLIDAYS AND DECLARING AN 

EMERGENCY. (THIRD READING) 

 

A motion to Declare an Emergency and Adopt 24-O-64 was made by Mr. Zeigler and seconded by Ms. 

Grazia. ROLL CALL: MOTION CARRIED 5/0 (VOTING YEA: GRAZIA, SMOLIC, SYMONDS 

ZEIGLER AND FENSTERMAKER. VOTING NAY:  None)   

 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 24-O-65  AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 254.03 OF THE 

(Mayor Potter)   CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF KIRTLAND  

RELATING TO VACATION PAY AND DECLARING AN 

EMERGENCY.  (THIRD READING) 

 

A motion to Declare an Emergency and Adopt 24-O-65 was made by Mr. Zeigler and seconded by Ms. 

Grazia. ROLL CALL: MOTION CARRIED 5/0 (VOTING YEA: GRAZIA, SMOLIC, SYMONDS 

ZEIGLER AND FENSTERMAKER. VOTING NAY:  None)   
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ORDINANCE NO. 24-O-66  AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 254.06 OF THE 

(Mayor Potter)   CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF KIRTLAND,  

RELATING TO THE SICK LEAVE, AND DECLARING  

AN EMERGENCY. (THIRD READING) 

 

 

A motion to Declare an Emergency and Adopt 24-O-66 was made by Mr. Fenstermaker and seconded 

by Ms. Grazia. ROLL CALL: MOTION CARRIED 5/0 (VOTING YEA: GRAZIA, SMOLIC, 

SYMONDS, ZEIGLER AND FENSTERMAKER. VOTING NAY:  None)   

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

Public Comments on Agenda Items of New Business 

 

24-R-73 A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CLOSEOUT OF THE  

(Mayor Potter) CONTRACT WITH SPECIALIZED CONSTRUCTION, INC. FOR ITS 

WORK ON SECTIONS I, IA AND VA OF THE 2023 PAVEMENT 

REHABILITATION PROJECT, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.  

 

 

A motion to Waive the Three Readings of 24-R-73 was made by Mr. Ziegler and seconded by Ms. 

Grazia. ROLL CALL: MOTION CARRIED 5/0 (VOTING YEA: GRAZIA, SMOLIC, 

SYMONDS, ZEIGLER AND FENSTERMAKER. VOTING NAY:  None)   

 

A motion to Declare an Emergency and Adopt 24-R-73 was made by Mr. Ziegler and seconded by Ms. 

Grazia. ROLL CALL: MOTION CARRIED 5/0 (VOTING YEA: GRAZIA, SMOLIC, 

SYMONDS, ZEIGLER AND FENSTERMAKER. VOTING NAY:  None)   

 

 

 

24-R-74  A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CHIEF OF FIRE TO PURCHASE  

(Mayor Potter)  TWO  LIFEPAK 35 CARDIAC MONITORS FOR THE FIRE 

DEPARTMENT FROM STRYKER SALES, LLC, AND DECLARING AN 

EMERGENCY. 

 

A motion to Waive the Three Readings of 24-R-74 was made by Mr. Ziegler and seconded by Ms. 

Grazia. ROLL CALL: MOTION CARRIED 5/0 (VOTING YEA: GRAZIA, SMOLIC, 

SYMONDS, ZEIGLER AND FENSTERMAKER. VOTING NAY:  None)   

 

A motion to Declare and Emergency and Adopt 24-R-74 was made by Ms. Symonds and seconded by 

Mr. Fenstermaker. ROLL CALL: MOTION CARRIED 5/0 (VOTING YEA: GRAZIA, SMOLIC, 

SYMONDS, ZEIGLER AND FENSTERMAKER. VOTING NAY:  None)   
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COUNCIL COMMENTS: 

 

None. 

 

 

CONTINUING CONCERNS:    

    

None. 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

 

Mr. Fenstermaker moved to adjourn, with the second by Ms. Symonds. The motion of Council passed 

by unanimous vote and the meeting adjourned at 7:45 p.m. 

 

 

 

       __________________________________  

       President of Council 

 

 

___________________________________ 

Clerk of Council, Interim  

 
 


