
KIRTLAND CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 
 

September 4, 2019 
 
 

The meeting of Kirtland City Council was called to order at 7:02 p.m. by Council President Kevin Potter.  
Mr. Schulz led the prayer which followed the Pledge of Allegiance.  The members of Council present were:   
David Kirek, Richard Lowery, Kevin Potter, Matthew Schulz, Robert Skrbis and Joseph Smolic.  Absent:  
John Lesnick. 
   
Administrative personnel present were:  Mayor Douglas E. Davidson, Law Director Daniel Richards, 
Finance Director Mary Kovalchik, City Engineer Philip Kiefer, Fire Chief Anthony Hutton and Police Chief 
Lance Nosse. 
 
 
PRESENTATION OF MAYORAL PROCLAMATION 
Mayor Davidson requested Captain Dale Grinstead come forward, along with Chief Hutton.  Chief Hutton 
thanked everyone for their attendance.  Chief Hutton began by saying he'd had the pleasure to work with 
Captain Grinstead for over 30 years, as he was one of the first people he worked with at the Fire 
Department.  Captain Grinstead was a mentor to him and many others.  No matter what was needed, on or 
off duty, Captain Grinstead was always there to help anyone in need.  He was one of the best firefighters 
he’s ever worked with, and known as one of the go-to guys in Lake County.  Whether it was a fire, auto 
extraction, or a technical rescue, Captain Grinstead was always the firefighter that was turned to for help 
and always knew what to do in difficult situations.  Chief Hutton commended Captain Grinstead for his 
work ethic.  Chief Hutton closed by telling Captain Grinstead the Department misses him and wishes him 
the best in his retirement.   
 
Mayor Davidson read the Mayoral Proclamation in its entirety and presented it to Captain Grinstead, and 
he received the applause and congratulations of all those present.   
 
 
MINUTES OF THE AUGUST 19, 2019 COUNCIL MEETING: 
 
Mr. Smolic moved to waive the reading of the minutes, with the second by Mr. Skrbis.  The motion of 
Council passed by unanimous vote.  Mr. Smolic moved to approve the Minutes, as presented, with the 
second by Mr. Skrbis.  ROLL CALL:  MOTION CARRIED 5/0/1 (VOTING YEA: LOWERY, POTTER, 
SCHULZ, SKRBIS AND SMOLIC.  VOTING NAY: NONE.  ABSTAINING:  KIREK ).   
 
 
DEPARTMENT REPORTS: 
 
Fire Chief Anthony Hutton  did not present a formal report; however, he announced the Department was 
awarded another Assistance to Firefighters Grant through FEMA, in the amount of $83,000.00.  The grant 
is for a diesel exhaust system at Station 2.  Chief Hutton hopes to incorporate some of Station 1 also.  The 
system is for preventing firefighter cancers, and for health and safety.  Captain Frank Ponzani was 
instrumental in helping write the grant, and Captain Tony Catania will be managing the grant once the 
project is started.    
 
Police Chief Lance Nosse advised the monthly report has been distributed.  Chief Nosse reminded those 
present this coming Saturday is Safety Forces Day at City Hall, including the presence of law enforcement, 
fire personnel, helicopters, and much more, including food.  Chief Nosse encouraged everyone to attend.  
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DEPARTMENT REPORTS (continued): 
 
Councilman Smolic stated he received a call from Mr. Svendsen of Crestwood Drive, who observed while 
at the football game three or four cars drive through the red light at the crosswalk.  Chief Nosse said he 
was sorry to hear that, and appreciated the concern.  He also stated his department would be paying more 
attention during the next game.   
 
Councilman Schulz inquired if, for the most part, students are following the crosswalk rules.  Chief Nosse 
responded that he saw the Superintendent of the Kirtland local schools utilize the crosswalk; he noted the 
Police Department has been monitoring the crosswalk, and for the most part it has been utilized according 
to its intention.   
 
City Engineer Philip Kiefer advised the monthly report for August has been distributed.   
 
Councilman Skrbis thanked Mr. Kiefer for his follow-up with Jason Washburn.   
 
Finance Director Mary Kovalchik provided an update on the VIP system, stating the chart accounts 
continue to be a challenge.  She stated that the July financial report has been distributed.  The delay was 
not in reconciliation, but work was needed to shore up the negatives on the line items.  To create a chart of 
accounts, the types of expenditures associated with those line items needs to be considered and why they 
are running negative, which is typically caused by system allocation transfers and rolling out funds at the 
end of the year.  Ms. Kovalchik stated they are trying to develop a budget, while trying to determine what is 
running negative and why.  All funds are being allocated correctly, and funds are in place.  The process of 
managing the budget for the past years was to roll funds up at the end of the year  to transfer money, 
allocate funds, and to relieve those negatives so the year was not closed with the negatives.  However, 
Ms. Kovalchik stated, managing a budget should take place throughout the entire year, and this is the goal 
of the new budget.  Ms. Kovalchik believes August will close much faster because they will not be 
researching the negative items and they will return to the prior years’ process until the end of the year.  
There is the hope that next year these issues will not still occur, as all line items will be fully funded and it 
will be clear where funds are going and how funds are expensed throughout the month. 
 
Ms. Kovalchik stated that with the prior amended appropriations, Council approved the road levy payments 
to pay down the lease agreement for the roller and final payment was issued.  The City has been released 
from the collateral contract on the roller.  Now the City needs to decide if it wishes to keep and maintain the 
equipment.  Ms. Kovalchik reminded Council the original price was $115,300.00.   
 
Ms. Kovalchik stated further that Council also approved to pay down the lease agreement for the front-end 
loader.  Payment was issued immediately after approval and the City has been released from the collateral 
contract.  Again, the City needs to decide if it wishes to keep and maintain the equipment.  The original 
purchase price was $103,993.00.   
 
Ms. Kovalchik stated she noted while reading through some of the Committee Meeting Minutes there was 
a question asked concerning why the requested amount for the road program was lower than the budgeted 
amount of the 2019 road levy.  Ms. Kovalchik reminded Council that the equipment purchases were part of 
the reason for this, noting that the money to pay down the previously mentioned lease agreements came 
from the road levy fund.  Therefore, the purchases were made as part of the road program.  There were 
also some additional outstanding invoices, and maintaining a small reserve would be very wise so that 
there were no surprises or emergencies that might arise as part of still having road levy funding available 
for 2019.   
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DEPARTMENT REPORTS (continued): 
 
As an update on estimated resources, Ms. Kovalchik stated that Kirtland has received all the advanced 
funding from the Stormwater Management program.  This funding totaled $629,450.00 and was received 
on July 31 and deposited on August 1.  As a result, Temple View may be showing a negative fund on the 
July reporting.  Once the deposited funds are rolled in as part of August that number becomes a positive.  
Ms. Kovalchik stated this is what she hopes to achieve, and it has accelerated the payment of invoices 
against a lot of these projects.  Now the purchase orders are defined, and the funds are already available 
for the spend down associated with the projects that Council has already approved.   
 
Additionally, Ms. Kovalchik advised she met with Josh Meyers of Chagrin River Watershed Partners, and 
the EPA funding scores were reviewed for the South Wisner stabilization project.  It has been confirmed 
that the $150,000.00 EPA grant is eligible for advanced funding, up to $135,000.00.  The first draw has 
already been received against the funds, in the amount of $45,000.00 and it has rolled over.  Therefore 
invoices were able to be paid because funds had been received.  There has been a second request 
submitted for a second draw totaling another $7,000.00.  Again, this will assist in moving along the invoices 
and payments and not incur negative fund balances, and reduce the stress of the General Fund to 
advance other project funds.   
 
Ms. Kovalchik advised that she and Chief Hutton discussed the advanced funds available under the newly 
awarded FEMA grant.  Funding can be advanced and expenditures will then be made against that funding 
from the grant.  The setup of the grant will be looked into, and a determination will be made on how to best 
manage it throughout the year.  Ms. Kovalchik advised she’s requested that the Law Director review 
sample legislation which asks that Council confirm the acceptance of the award and the grant.  This is due 
to a condition that 5 percent non-Federal funds are requested, which totals a little over $4,000.00.   
 
Ms. Kovalchik stated that she has requested amendments to the appropriations, as outlined in this 
evening’s agenda.   
 
Responding to Councilman Smolic’s question on the two pieces of equipment that were paid off with the 
road levy funds, Ms. Kovalchik agreed it was approximately $40,000.00. Discussion ensued on 
appropriations and budget for the road levy, to include the $500,000.00 loan and reimbursement.  Mr. 
Smolic stated that $444,000 went to the County, noting that Council is still inquiring about the $56,000 
difference.  Mr. Smolic inquired if the in-kind drainage work has been completed.  Mr. Kiefer advised it is 
close to being done, and when it is complete, he will try to get a final funding report of the project. 
 
Law Director Daniel Richards had no formal report, and no questions were asked of him.  
 
 
MAYOR'S REPORT/ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 
Mayor Davidson noted that there were comments at the last meeting from Mrs. Shafer concerning the 
soccer league and the need for more fields.  The Mayor advised that Justin Gollin, the cemetery 
superintendent, met with Jane Carle of the Kirtland Library and identified a piece of ground behind the 
library that was deemed acceptable.  There will be a meeting on September 12 to come up with a 
memorandum of understanding and define who will keep the grass mowed, etc.  The Mayor thanked all 
those involved for their hard work.  
 
The Mayor advised that Findings and Orders have been received from the Ohio EPA.  They were mailed 
on August 20 and received by the City on August 26, and the City has 14 days to respond to the agency.  
Mayor Davidson went on to say there have been discussions concerning the findings, the timeline, and 
possible approaches to create as much flexibility and time as possible to comply with the EPA’s order.   
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MAYOR'S REPORT/ANNOUNCEMENTS (continued): 
 
Mayor Davidson advised that the City website should be up and running by the end of October.  He noted 
that the LED upgrades at City Hall are substantially complete.   
 
Mayor Davidson congratulated Frank Ponzani for his part in the Fire Department receiving a grant.   
 
The Mayor stated he was pleased to see that the crosswalk added safety after the football game, given the 
amount of people crossing.   
 
Council President Potter stated that he received a text message from someone in another city’s service 
department, to check if Kirtland has reached out to Willoughby or Mentor concerning possible savings on 
road program contract sharing as the price may be better than a single city bid.  Mr. Potter said he thought 
the idea was interesting and something to consider going forward.   
 
Responding to Councilman Lowery’s questions concerning the equipment that has recently been paid off, 
Mayor Davidson said the City has received bids of a potential trade-in of the equipment and is looking at 
equipment that may be more beneficial for patching.  If the City decides to move forward on anything, it will 
be worthy of a standing committee meeting for review.   
 
Responding to Councilman Smolic regarding a skid-steer purchase, Mayor Davidson noted that it needs to 
be looked into as part of the budget process for 2020 in equipping the Service Department.  Answering Mr. 
Smolic, the Mayor stated that SCMR funds are used to pay Service Department wages.   
 
 
STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 
Councilman Skrbis reported that the content migration to the new website is 50 percent done and the 
website is anticipated to go live by the end of October.  There will be adjustments that need to be made, 
and consistency achieved, but the process is moving along.  Mr. Skrbis stated that the largest part of the 
project, after the skeleton was put together, was the content migration.   
 
Council President Potter noted another Economic Development Standing Committee meeting, relating to 
the strategic plan, will be scheduled in the near future.  
 
 
CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
Council President Potter advised that correspondence was received from the Ohio EPA regarding the 
Vrooman Road bridge.   
 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS ON MATTERS NOT ON THE AGENDA: 
 
Noting that many residents are present for the discussion regarding Old Town sewers, Council President 
Potter stated that comments in that regard will be taken when the legislation is addressed. 
 
There were no public comments at this time.   
 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 
None. 
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NEW BUSINESS: 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 19-R-41  - A    RESOLUTION    AUTHORIZING    THE    MAYOR   TO   
(Mayor Davidson)   INITIATE NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE OHIO EPA AND 

ENTER INTO AGREEMENT OR WAIVER ON THE 
PROPOSED DIRECTOR’S FINDINGS AND ORDERS 
RELATIVE TO FAILING HOME SEPTIC SYSTEMS IN THE 
OLD TOWN AREA OF THE CITY AND DECLARING AN 
EMERGENCY. 

 
Council President Potter read the legislation in large part, including Exhibit A (the Ohio EPA Findings and 
Orders), for the benefit of the audience present.  Council President Potter explained to those present that 
there was discussion during the Work Session earlier relative to where the situation stands and next steps.  
A suggestion from Mr. Kiefer was to seek to extend the timeline from three to six years.  The request may 
or may not be accepted by the Ohio EPA, but by not passing the legislation the City would be rejecting the 
Findings and Orders, and the EPA would be able to take a different action and there would no longer be an 
opportunity to negotiate terms.  In the hopes of extending the terms, the City hopes to garner additional 
financing through grant money and loans.  
 
Mr. Kiefer advised those present the City has already applied for grant money for Phase I of the sewer 
project.  This phase includes running sewers from the pump station down Markell Road, up Eisenhower 
and then up the hill to Elm, and then over to Maple.  The City will receive $250,000.00 of grant money and 
$150,000.00 in zero percent interest loans for the project.  Mr. Kiefer went on to say he would like the EPA 
to enter into a three-phase program.  Phase II would go up Maple and Elm, Maple and Coudry, up Coudry 
to Joseph, and then over Joseph back to Elm.  Phase III would continue up Coudry and over to Fairview.  
Phase III would also pick up parts of Maple and Elm east of Coudry, and other parts of Elm north and 
south of the intersections.   
 
For each phase, Mr. Kiefer would like to go back to the Ohio Public Works Commission and ask for 
another $400,000.00 in grants and loan money to do the phase.  The City would also have to acquire 
additional funds to pay the other 50 percent of the estimated cost of these projects.   
 
Responding to Mr. Potter’s question concerning the 50 percent, Mr. Kiefer clarified it would be for project 
costs.  He went on to say that OWDA (Ohio Water Development Authority) and WPCLF (Water Pollution 
Control Loan Fund) are where the funding is coming from.  Currently WPCLF has lower interest rates and 
also offers the opportunity for a 45-year repayment schedule, at a current rate of 1.52 percent.  The 
interest rate will change once construction is complete and the loan is finalized at rates current at the time.   
 
Responding to Mr. Potter, Mr. Kiefer clarified there is no cap on how much the City is allowed to borrow.  
WPCLF also offers a zero percent interest loan to pay for the engineering, to get the project ready for  
construction.  Mr. Kiefer believes this would be the best way to fund the project.   
 
Concerning the cost estimate of the project, Mr. Kiefer said a year ago it was determined to be between 
$2.5 and $3.3 million.  At that time, the project was not broken into three phases.  The higher estimate was 
a cost for placing the sewer under the roadway.  The lower estimate is for placing the sewer in the tree 
lawn on the opposite side of the street from the waterline.   
 
Concerning how soon negotiations can begin in the process, assuming the Resolution passes, Mr. Kiefer 
said he would like to send a proposal with the modified schedule within the 14 days that have been allotted 
for response.  This is to show the EPA that the City has already applied for Phase I and has all intentions 
of completing the project, and also to request a timeline extension.  Mr. Kiefer doesn’t think the time that 
has been allotted (six months) is enough for residents to make connections to the sewer once it’s 
constructed.   
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NEW BUSINESS – RESOLUTION NO. 19-R-41 (continued): 
 
Mr. Kiefer stated there will be opportunities for another grant through the Health Department, using CDBG 
funds, for income qualified residents to receive a grant to help pay for construction costs of the connection, 
up to $5000.00.  Mr. Smolic noted the initial connection costs could be anywhere from $4,000.00 to 
$7,000.00 in out-of-pocket costs.   Mr. Kiefer responded the cost depends on the alignment that has to be 
taken.  The problem is most septic systems are in the back yard, which means you have to go around the 
house to get to the sewer.   
 
In consideration of the residents present, Mr. Potter listed all roads that will have sewers constructed:  
Fairview, Joseph, Maple, Elm, and Coudry.  Also, the pipes will be run down the hill to Eisenhower, but not 
Saxon, to get to the pump station.  This could change with the involvement of the EPA, once the plan has 
been submitted.  Discussion ensued concerning the loans specific to this project.   
 
In response to Mr. Schulz’s question concerning running pipes between the backline of properties to 
lessen the costs to residents, Mr. Kiefer said the rules and regulations of the Lake County Department of 
Utilities will not allow it.  When easements have been allowed, there have been trees cleared out of the 
easement and they essentially installed a roadway to provide access to the sewers; the result is that it is 
not cost effective.   
 
Responding to Mr. Potter, Mr. Kiefer stated that engineering work cannot be bid out due to state law.  
There is a process to request statements and qualifications, shortlisting, and then negotiating with the 
selected firm.  That, of course, adds time to the project.  Mayor Davidson stated it would not be his 
intention to change the City’s engineering firm just prior to the project. 
 
Council President Potter opened the meeting for comments from the public.   
 
Will Suhadolnik, 7741 Saxon Drive, stated the EPA notice clearly stated Old Town is where the issue 
lies.  Mr. Suhadolnik asked why the project is coming into the valley when it’s not part of the problem.  Mr. 
Suhadolnik went on to say he understands the City wants the pump station to follow downhill, however 
there is a cost to that.  Mr. Kiefer responded that boring will be done down the hill, probably below the tree 
roots.  Mr. Suhadolnik suggested a small pump station would be more economical than boring.  Mr. Kiefer 
responded a small pump station would not be acceptable to the Lake County Department of Utilities, who 
will be handling the maintenance.  Mr. Suhadolnik went on to ask why the residents of the valley are being 
imposed with additional costs and sewers when Old Town is the area which has the problem.  
 
With regard to costs, Mr. Kiefer stated that preliminary estimates were based on benefit unit, which is the 
same methodology of charge that was done in Temple View.  In addition, the wastewater plants located 
elsewhere in the City are by benefit unit.  Mr. Suhadolnik requested Council stick with the EPA’s plan and 
limit the work to Old Town.  Discussion ensued concerning the number of homes involved and how the 
cost to each resident was estimated.  Responding to Mr. Potter regarding when the residents will know the 
anticipated cost per benefit unit, Mr. Kiefer stated it would be after preliminary engineering, which would be 
approximately six to nine months. 
 
Mr. Lowery inquired about the other option, if the sewer line does not go down the hill.  Mr. Kiefer replied 
that there would have to be a pump station installed at the end of Elm Street.  All the sewers would be run 
to that pump station, pumped back up Elm and Maple to the sewer on Route 306.  Mr. Kiefer stated this  
will cause an odor problem due to the sewage sitting in the force main for a while and becoming septic.  
Therefore additional air treatment facilities would need to be built to take care of that problem.  There 
would need to be a generator installed due to power outage possibilities.  Mr. Kiefer prefers the use of 
gravity, based on his experience. 
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NEW BUSINESS – RESOLUTION NO. 19-R-41 (continued): 
 
Answering Mr. Potter, Mayor Davidson stated that updates will be posted on the City website and 
Facebook page, in addition to a mailing for those impacted.  
 
Doug Wardell, 7732 Joseph Street, stated that when discussions first began regarding the problem in 
Old Town and the visit by the EPA, residents were told there would be three options: do nothing, fix the 
ones that are failing, and sewers.  Now the residents have only one choice.  Mr. Wardell asked about the 
new septic guidelines that the County was mandated by the State to inspect the septic systems and fix the 
ones that don’t work, noting that only 15 percent failed.  Mr. Wardell voiced concerns over the different 
costs he's heard concerning the sewer costs.   
 
Discussion ensued concerning grant opportunities. Mr. Kiefer stated that the USDA no longer offers grants, 
and the residents in this area do not qualify for low-income grants through CDBG.  Mr. Kiefer confirmed 
that it is based on the residents’ income in the City as a whole, and not on an individual neighborhood.   
 
Mr. Suhadolnik pointed out there have been several homes sold in the area recently, at an average of 
$75,000.00 to $78,000.00.  The sewer system has an expected cost of $30,000.00.  This will impose a tax 
of almost $5,000.00 a year on a $78,000.00 home.  Mr. Suhadolnik went on to say his brother owns a 
home larger than his and the taxes per year are $3,500.00.  He worries the additional taxes will lower the 
value of his home.   
 
Discussion ensued concerning assessment, taxes, grants, and cost to the residents.   
 
Steve Kile, 7685 Fairview Drive, asked what happened to the option of the individual homeowner 
upgrading their own septic system.  Secondly, in response to Mr. Suhadolnik, Mr. Kile doesn’t think it’s 
been clarified as to why Eisenhower and Saxon are being assessed with this if they’re not a problem.   
 
Mr. Potter explained currently it is not Saxon, but it would be Eisenhower if the path is taken that Mr. Kiefer 
previously described.  Mr. Potter noted that Mr. Kiefer explained that the cost benefit and engineering 
design of the situation has shown going down the hill is the best option.  Concerning why the septic option 
no longer exists for individual homes, Mr. Potter noted that of 155 residents’ homes reached out to by the 
County to have testing done, there were 55 respondents.  Due to the lack of response, the data set was 
smaller.  Mr. Kiefer was asked whether a greater response from residents would have helped if the 
additional testing generated no failures or less failures.  Mr. Kiefer responded the percentage of failures 
would have gone down, however the question has to be asked; why did they not sign up to get tested?   
Moreover, there is no way to know if the outcome would have been different.   
 
Mr. Kiefer went on to say the EPA is very skeptical about on-site systems, based on the soils and the small 
lots.  He added that even if a discharging system is on site, the water it puts out still has bacteria in it.     
 
Tom Perko, Elm Street, stated that he prefers the assessments be done based on frontage or the size of 
the lot, instead of per unit.   
 
An Elm Street resident inquired if there is a worst-case scenario of the homeowner’s responsibility. She 
stated that if anyone in this area wants to sell their house, the future assessment has to be disclosed.  She 
asked if the residents are expected to wait six to nine months for an estimated cost per homeowner.   
 
Mr. Kiefer stated that a year ago it was expected that the top end cost would be $30,000.00 to $35,000.00.  
Mr. Kiefer suggested that number still be used for now.   
 
Discussion ensued concerning the monthly cost to residents. 
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NEW BUSINESS – RESOLUTION NO. 19-R-41 (continued): 
 
Mr. Suhadolnik brought up his previous point that the second option was never pursued.  Mayor Davidson 
explained that the Lake County General Health District, Lake County Sewer and Water, and Lake County 
Department of Utilities attended the meeting at the school upon the City’s invitation, to discuss options and 
try to fix the problem at the lowest level possible.   
 
Robert Genovese, 7719 Joseph Street, stated a couple months ago he sent the City an ordinance in 
regard to the City and the Watershed getting together.  Mr. Genovese asked if anything came of the 
ordinance, to which Mr. Potter responded he believed the ordinance related to when there is leeching of 
E.coli or any affluent into the waterways, noting that the City has an obligation to act when there is affluent 
passing into the water.  Mr. Richards added that if the City does not take action, the State will. 
 
Mr. Richards stated the situation has a long-standing history.  The sewage systems are failing, and it is a 
question of significant physical health in the community and it needs to be addressed.  The situation needs 
to be handled in an orderly way within a specified time period; hopefully the City can negotiate with the 
EPA for the best possible arrangement that can be accomplished.   
 
Councilman Skrbis stated that he hopes to be able to provide a cost to residents sooner than the six 
months previously noted.  Mayor Davidson suggested amending the resolution to note that immediately 
upon completion of the engineer’s estimate, those figures will be shared with the residents.  Council 
President Potter stated he does not believe it is necessary to amend the ordinance as such, but it is 
incumbent upon the City to commit to that. 
 
Mitchell Look, 9053 Elm Street, said he understands the cause of this situation is that a small percentage 
of the residents responded to the request for testing.  Mr. Potter responded that could or could not be the 
case, there is not a way of knowing.  Mr. Look also asked if the sewer could be tied into the current 
sewage line, to which Mr. Kiefer explained the line on Route 306 at Maple is not deep enough.  Discussion 
ensued concerning the lines on Route 306 and the need for the new piping.   
 
Mr. Schulz suggested Mr. Kiefer create a map showing the different phases of the project, to include color 
coding of phases, flow, and other pertinent information to help explain the project.   
 
Mr. Look stated that he would prefer that the cost be per benefit unit, rather than based on frontage.   
 
Michael Arcidiacono, 8953 Elm Street, asked Mr. Kiefer if any advanced funding was requested for the 
project.  Mr. Kiefer responded, saying there was advanced funding from the Stormwater Utility Department 
to do the preliminary studies for the preliminary plan.  Mr. Arcidiacono stated there is $36 million in grant 
money available from the EPA, but the deadline was August 31.  Mr. Arcidiacono requested that the City 
look into other grant possibilities.   
 
Steve Kile, 7685 Fairview Drive, asked Council about the options available to him as an owner of more 
than one lot, with the secondary lot possibly not suitable for building.  He inquired if he can sign a 
document stating he will not be selling the property for any other purposes so he will not have to pay a 
second connection fee.  Mr. Richards stated that he would have to look into this before offering an opinion.  
Mr. Skrbis suggested that the lots could be combined, if the cost is based on the benefit unit.   
 
Julie Symonds, 7635 Markell, asked if Council has any knowledge of other cities that have dealt with this 
type of situation, and if there would be any information that can be garnered from those cities to offer relief 
to the residents.  Mr. Potter agreed that it is incumbent upon the City to provide as much relief to the 
residents as possible. 
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NEW BUSINESS – RESOLUTION NO. 19-R-41 (continued): 
 
A resident inquired why there was no mailing or outreach to the residents to let them know what is going 
on.  Mr. Potter responded that going forward, for this particular project, the Facebook pages should be 
utilized.  The resident stated she believes there should be multiple types of communication used, as some 
residents may not use social media.  She suggested a letter be sent out for each and every meeting 
concerning properties, informing the residents of the Council's agenda.   
 
Mr. Skrbis stated that the comments and questions Council has heard tonight are valid, but do not affect 
the legislation on tonight’s agenda.  Mr. Skrbis stated that he believes a meeting should be held with the 
residents, possibly at the school, to provide all affected residents with as much updated information as 
possible. 
 
Rodger Dunn, 7744 Joseph Street stated some of the homes in the area affected are owned by the 
Temple.  Mr. Dunn asked if, due to their tax-exempt status, they will be exempt from the fees.  Council 
members advised these homes will also have to pay as the fees are an assessment and not a tax.   
 
Council President Potter thanked the residents for their questions and comments on the subject, and he 
closed the public comment portion.   
 
Mr. Schulz moved to waive the three readings, with the second by Mr. Lowery.  ROLL CALL:  MOTION 
CARRIED 6/0 (VOTING YEA:  KIREK, LOWERY, POTTER, SCHULZ, SKRBIS AND SMOLIC.  VOTING 
NAY:  NONE).  Mr. Lowery moved to declare an emergency and adopt, with the second by Mr. Kirek.  
There was discussion concerning the repercussions if the legislation is not passed tonight as an 
emergency.  ROLL CALL:  ADOPTED 6/0 (VOTING YEA:  KIREK, LOWERY, POTTER, SCHULZ, 
SKRBIS, AND SMOLIC.  VOTING NAY:  NONE). 
 
ORDINANCE NO. 19-O-42  - AN ORDINANCE  AMENDING  ORDINANCE  NO. 19-O-39   
(Mayor Davidson)   RELATING TO THE APPROPRIATION FOR THE YEAR 

2019. 
 
The legislation was read by title only.  Mr. Schulz move to waive the three readings, with the second by Mr. 
Skrbis.  Discussion ensued concerning line items on the amendment and where monies are to be 
appropriated.  ROLL CALL:  MOTION CARRIED 6/0 (VOTING YEA:  KIREK, LOWERY, POTTER, 
SCHULZ, SKRBIS AND SMOLIC.  VOTING NAY:  NONE).  Mr. Lowery moved to declare an emergency 
and adopt, with the second by Mr. Skrbis.  ROLL CALL:  ADOPTED 6/0 (VOTING YEA:  KIREK, 
LOWERY, POTTER, SCHULZ, SKRBIS AND SMOLIC.  VOTING NAY:  NONE). 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 19-R-43  - A RESOLUTION CONFIRMING  THE  APPOINTMENT  OF   
(Mayor Davidson)   WAYNE BAUMGART AS THE INTERIM ZONING 

INSPECTOR FOR THE CITY OF KIRTLAND, AND 
DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 
The legislation was read by title only.  Mayor Davidson stated that he has a role to fulfill in making 
appointments and filling positions in order to best serve the residents. The Mayor stated the benefit of 
having an experienced and well-respected former Police Chief in this role for a period of time.  He noted 
that if Chief Baumgart wants to continue in the position, and Council agrees, removing the interim 
designation would be in order.  Mr. Lowery inquired about credentials and the possibility of reviewing 
applications and interviewing prospects for the position. Mayor Davidson stated the position was 
advertised, resumes were received, and the top four candidates were identified.  He stated that Chief 
Baumgart stood out far and above the others.  Mr. Smolic inquired about qualifications for the position as 
zoning inspector.  Mr. Potter stated that the Resolution is an affirmation of the job already being performed.  
He suggested that discussion be continued at the next meeting, possibly in an Executive Session.  The 
legislation was placed on First Reading.   
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NEW BUSINESS (continued): 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 19-R-44  - A  RESOLUTION   ACCEPTING   THE  BID  OF  RONYAK   
(Mayor Davidson)   PAVING, INC., FOR THE BOOTH ROAD RESURFACING 

PROJECT PHASE 2, AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO 
ENTER INTO A CONTRACT WITH RONYAK PAVING, 
INC., AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 
The legislation was read by title only.  Mr. Kirek moved to waive the three readings, with the second by Mr. 
Schulz.  ROLL CALL:  MOTION CARRIED 6/0 (VOTING YEA:  KIREK, LOWERY, POTTER, SCHULZ, 
SKRBIS AND SMOLIC.  VOTING NAY:  NONE).  Upon discussion, Mr. Smolic moved to amend Section 
IV of the Resolution to add the following language: "with the understanding that Aqua Ohio will pay for the 
chip and seal."  Mr. Lowery provided the second.  Upon further discussion and confirmation of the Law 
Director, it was determined that this alternate can be non-performed if the City does not receive the funding 
from Aqua Ohio; therefore, an amendment to the legislation is not needed.  The motion and second to 
amend the legislation were withdrawn.  Further discussion ensued concerning the finance specifics of the 
project.  Mr. Skrbis moved to declare an emergency and adopt, with the second by Mr. Lowery.  ROLL 
CALL:  ADOPTED 6/0 (VOTING YEA:  KIREK, LOWERY, POTTER, SCHULZ, SKRBIS AND SMOLIC.  
VOTING NAY:  NONE). 
 

*     *     *     *     * 
 
CONTINUING CONCERNS: 
 
None. 
 
COUNCIL COMMENTS: 
 
Responding to a question from Mr. Schulz, Mr. Kiefer stated the Booth Road project will be handled by one 
crew.  Mr. Schulz stated concern about having pavement markings down over the winter.  Mr. Kiefer stated 
that it frequently takes four to six weeks for the paperwork.   
 
Mr. Potter asked those present to keep the Lesnick family in their prayers.   
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 
 
Jim Vyskocil, 8415 Locust Drive, spoke about receiving notifications via mail concerning Council 
matters, noting that he was notified when a neighbor requested a variance.   
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
Mr. Lowery moved to adjourn, with the second by Mr. Schulz.  The motion of Council passed by 
unanimous vote and the meeting adjourned at 9:40 p.m. 
 
 
 
        ___________________________________ 
        President of Council 
 
 
______________________________________ 
Clerk of Council 


